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New York, Monday, April 0, 1803.

THE SITUATION.
Mont important news, if true.and it was fully

believed yesterday by prominent officers of the
government.has reached ua from Fredericksburg,
whither it arrived from rebel sources. The intelligenceis that the bombardment of Charleston by
our land and naval forces combined^ commenced
on Thursday, and that the city ia now in the pos- |
session of our forces, under General Hunter and
Admiral Dupont. It is said that these reports are

definite and positive, and are entirely credited by
those in Washington who are in possession of
facts relative to the contemplated attack which
would amply warrant such a result.
A major of the rebel General Stuart's staff was

captured recently near Dumfries, npon whom the
charge of having acted as a spy in our Potomao
army lies heavily, which, if it can be substantiated,
will probably lead to an ignominious death. The
army continues quiet. The enemy still show themselvesin large force on the heights. Snowwaa
atill falling yesterday, and the cold was intense.
We give to-day the important report of the joint

committee of both houses of Congress on the con-

duct of the war.

KI8CXLLAHX0US VXW8.
Captain Reeve, of the brig Grace Worthington,

wniuti arrived at this port yesterday, from Belize,
Honduras, reports that on the afternoon of the
10th ult. a fire occurred at Belize, which continued
until the night of the 11th, destroying five hundredbuildings in the business part of the city.

In another column of to-day's paper will be
found a statement from the Nicaragua Transit
Company, in reference to the recent seizure of
their steamboats and other oroperty by the local
government, for the alleged cause of a non-fulfilmentof their contract. As the news of the
seizure-which we published yesterday.has producedconsiderable agitation, the statement of the
company will no doubtsbe read with correspondinginterest.
General Sherman ordered the destruction of two

thousand head of cattle and a large quantity of
forage and grain, on the plantation at Deer Creek,
of the rebel General H. R. W. Hill, ono of the
largest planters and slaveowners in the South.
The amount of internal revenue in Rhode Island

will be two millions of dollars per annum. This
is pretty well for the smallest State in the Union.

Asparagus, tomatoes, green peas and new potatoeswere in the San Francisco markets as early as
the 10th of March.
The gallantry of the copperheads was exhibited

in Middletown, Connecticut, on Thursday last, in
their attempt to prevent, by violence, Miss Dickiasoufrom addressing the people of that place.
There was an increase of marriage licenses

granted in Baltimore last month of fifty-three
over the number granted in March last year. The
excess Is accounted for by the fact that the conscriptionlaw exempts married men on the first
call between the ages of thirty-five and forty-five.

Mr. Arthur Rankin, who was deprived of his
seat in the Canadian Parliament by a vote of that
body, offered himself again as a candidate for the
vacancy to the voters of Kssex county, and was

defeated in the election by fifty-one majority for
Mr. John O'Connor, hi* opponent. Mr. Ilankin, it
will be recollected, at the breaking out of the rebellion,wa* commissioned by our government
colonel of the Michigan Lancer*, but resigned at
the time of the Maeon and Hlidell excitement.
Some time before the adjournment of the la*t

Congress (Ion. Martin P. Conway, representative
from Kansas, received resolution* passed by the
legislature of hi* Stat* strongly condemnatory of
his course in the House. Mr. Conway returned
the resolutions to the Secretary of State, with the
expression of his " most profound rontempt," and
closed his letter by saying:." I shall ask the people,in their next election, to say whether I am a
traitor or not; and in the meantime I spit upon the
resolutions."

ilon. Joshua F. Bell, who has received the Union
nomination for Governor of Kentucky, was formerly
an old line whig, and as such represented the
Fourth district in tho Twenty ninth Congress. In
1S69 he was the Know Nothing candidate for <iovernor,in opposition to Hcriuh Magoffin, arid was
beaten in the canvass by nearly nine thousand
votes.
The late Are In Richmond destroyed between

seven hundred and eight hundred hogsheads of tobacco,and a quantity of Confederate stores in
nil valued at nearly a million of dollars. Tho loss
of the rebel government was two hundred and (if.
ty thousand dollars; that of the Mtate of Virginia
was two hundred thousand dollars: and the bal«'iir o the loss was sustained by the planters.

A I »r i" emigration to thn State ol Illinois is
taking place from tha States of Virginit, Tennessee,Kentucky and Missouri. The stations on tho
Illinois Ontral Railroad are crowded with familiesarriving from the states aflbcted with the war.
There w;n (t'mnes< "O MunlaV In the eo'cl Mid

atork marke-*. sot,] i;.i, , losing it abnut I6J.
In rkd wnr#r.tllv jvv c»»nt I \ i .iiffj

pis* .aav.i»e, oa las ,U<| (ate use a

Horry *u very au; lnd««l.call loan# 6 it par oral
The export o: apeow last weok was leas than half a mil
lira
Tho market na dull and lower >« Saturday for cotton

which c ob d Irrefui irly at T2c. a T3o. for middling, l'hert
was a m duratu demand for Hour and wheal, with a good
inijmry for corn and oats, price* of which wero i.uduij
upward. The business in pork was lair at about foriu i

rates. Dae >u and Urd weVe depieesud. fleef was inac
live. There was Iokb doing m whiskey Tallow and
groceries without any marked variation In prices. The
transactions in other articles were limited. The freight
markol u as tatnn, though rates were maintained.

Thr Krport on the Conduct of the War,
We publish to-day a condensation of the reportof the Congressional Committee on the

Conduct of the War, reviewing our military
operations lor the last two year*.

In regard to the peninsular campaign the inferenceswhich the committee leave to be drawn,
hut do not draw themselves, are unfavorable to
General McClellan; but the radieuls have had
a most difficult job to make up this case.
Extreme caution seems to be the gravamen
of his offence in the eyes of these non-iuilitarycritics. But it ought to be rememberedthat on the result of the battles
which McClellan did fight depended the safety
of the republic. If the Army of the Potomac
had been crushed in any great battle the rebels
would have marched into Washington, and the
war would have virtually ended in our being
compelled to acknowledge the independence of
the Southern confederacy; or, if the day at
South Mountain or at Antictam bad been unfavorableto our arms, the rebel army would
have overrun Maryland and annexed it to their
confederacy. And therefore McClellan, as a

prudent and patriotic man, ran no unnecessary
risks; and for those high qualities of prudence
and patriotism he is held up to condemnation.
What mattered it, on the other hand, whether
we won or lost a battle in the Southwest? We
could renew the fight again, even though we

were worsted, as we have done at Somerset,
Corinth, Vicksburg, Pea Ridge and a dozen
other places in that section of the country.
But a defeat of the Army of the Potomac was

the knell of the republic.
McClellan, therefore, deserves eredit for that

extreme cautiousness alleged against him, and
he can easily console and strengthen himself
by the reflection that the greatest military
men of all ages have had to bear similar attacksfor an exhibition of the Bame qualities.
Wellington had his revilers in the British Parliamentwhile he was conducting his masterly
Peninsular campaign, and our own Scott was
more worried by the "fire in his rear" than by
the Mexicans in his frontWedo, however, most heartily coincide with
the conclusions of the cemmittee in reference
particularly to the necessity of holding the
Mississippi river and concentrating a most powerfularmy in that neighborhood. Instead of
the miserable driblets of armies sent to perform
that great work, we ought to have from three to
four hundred thousand men.one half moving up
and the other down that river.with iron-clad
gunboats to aid in the work, clearing it of all
obstructions, and holding at least the western
region at all hazurds and to the last extremity.
Maj we, even at the eleventh hour, hope for
anj enlightened and determined policy in the
conduct of the war ?

One ok Lord Lyons' " Democratic Lkad|ers.".Every one has been anxious to know
who were the democratic leaders to whom
Lord Lyons refers in his latter to Earl
Russell, and who made such extraordinary
overturn to him in this city. Of course we

share in that very natural curiosity, and we
have been going over the names of all that we
could think of who might possibly come under
that denomination, in the hope that we might
thus be enabled to ascertain who the identical
individuals were that had put themselves in
this strange communication with the British
Minister. Two of the gentlemen named by us

in this connection have responded by letter.
The flrst, Mr. Fernando Wood, denies positively,
point blank, that he has had any interview with
Lord Lyons since the time of the Prince ol
wales reception, so. of course, bis innocence
in the matter is established. The second, Mr
August Belmont, whose letter wo published yes
terday, denies that he has any interest in the
World newspaper.on which fact we congratu
late him; disclaims the title of democratic
leader.on which point we admire his good
taste; declares his bitter and uncompromising
hostility to secession, and his loyalty to the
Union.to which declaration we give full faith
but he does not begin to deny that he is one ol
those very gentlemen whom Lord Lyons spoke
of as democratic leaders, and which was the only
point that anybody had any curiosity to know
ubout. And, as Mr. Belmont, when he sat
down to write hiB letter, had that very subjectmoBt prominently before him, and declined
to suy a word about it, we ranst infer that,
while he pleaded not guilty to some of the specifications,he pleads guilty to the main charge.

Oi k Unemployed Generals..Among our unemployedgenerals at this time are General
McClellan and General Buell, superseded for
being too slow; General Butler and General
Fremont, set aside for being too fast: General
Sigel, on an indefinite leave of absence, and
General Franklin, weeded out of the Army of
the Potomac for no special reason that we have
beard of. At this rate General llalleck*s retiredlist of major generals will soon exceed
those in active service. Who shall undertake
to expound the military wisdom of our present
General-in-Chief?
What is Mr. Adams Aboit?.They are said

to be building a whole fleet of Alabamas and
iron-clad rains at Liverpool "for the Emperor
of China," alias Jeff. Davis. From the eagernesswith which the rebel cotton loan was
said to hare been snapped up in London
there would seem to be an understanding betweentlie money changers of the british capital
and the builders of rebel war vowels at Liverpoolthat something will shortly be done, on a

large scale,, in the way of a breakage o(
our Southern blockade. What is Mr. Adam«,
our Minister at London, about?

Farraoit's Hospitalities to tiii: Mayor or
Nuciii;/. An excellent exemplification of the

a r In iiimlo. foiiitrr in re, is to be found in
ti,e message of Admiral Farragut to the Mayor
«>t Mutches. Indeed, it is a fair specimen of tint
kind < lit> ra,ure which one might expect
from the gallant Admiral. It Is in substance
ah ut tli'-: If your Honor does not cause the

I tiring oi n pf >p|e on my licet to e<-.-a I w ill
Mow yoc a 1 \ cr city to atoms. Meantime 1
shall be most happy to see your Honor on board
my ship." In this torso me-,*ago wo have all the
brusque flnnneM ol the nttn combined tnosi
delightfully with the characteristic hospitality

| of that class.
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IPriildiil bjr Canniest.
We ere ensured thet the administration hue

not en yet determined whet course to pursue
' under the law authorizing the Pre ident to

f grant letters of marque and reprisals. It is
. said that the Secretary of State is strongly in

favor of holding tho privateer lew over Eng1land and other governments as a moral power
in case the precedent of the Alabama be followed.There cau exist no doubt as to the
fact that the power of issuing letters of marque
and reprisal adds immensely to the weight
which tee remonstrances of our government
will now have in Europe.
Added to the unbounded resources which the

Conscription act conferred upon president Lincoln,the privilege of issuing letters of marque
renders him more powerful than any despotic
monarch in the world. The people of the
North are an adventurous, hurdj race, and
when called upon by their President to arm

privateers and sweep from the ocean the enemiesof our country will respond to the appealin a manner which will give a true idea of
the power of this nation, and will result in the
triumph of our government over all opposition.
The Powers of Europe have always endeavoredto deprive us of this tremendous engine of
warfare, and would gladly have enticed the
United States government into bonds against
the issue of letters of marque. Our statesmen,
however, were too farseeing to sacrifice the interestsof their country, and thus we preserved
the great source of power which Congress has
opened to our President.

Surely Mr. Lincoln will understand the immenseadvantage ho now possesses, and will at
once call forth such a naval force as will put a

sudden and effectual end to the depredations of
the rebel pirates. Private individuals will
gladly avail themselves of any opportunity
which the government may throw in their way.
But let the word ge forth, and the seas will
swarm with heavily armed, swift steam vessels
of war, which will render our blockade so

effectual that all intercourse between the rebels
and foreign Powers will entirely cease, while
the Alabamas and Floridas will be captured as

surely as they exist. That spirit ef invention
which distinguishes the people of the Nerth will
have a fine field for action if the government
will at once issue letters of marque to all who
may apply for them. Iron-dads of every
known and of many unknown descriptions
would soon swarm the seas, bearing the Stars
and Stripes, and crushing out the enemies of
the Union. Thus aided the President could bid
defiance te all meddling in our affairs, and could,
above all, repress instantly the malignant
efforts of England's hostility to this people.
The privateers she is now constructing we

should seize and convert to our uses. Her venturesin the way of blockade running we should
most effectually put a stop to, by capturing all
vessels ooming near the Southern ports with j
friendly intent to the rebels ; and lastly but
not least, when we have conquered a peace.
say at the expiration of six months, which, with
our immense resources, we must do.we can

then call England to account for her disloyal
conduct during this war, and exact from her
indemnities for the ravages committed upon our

commerce by vessels which are English.were
built in England, manned by English crews,
paid for with English money, and who pay over

to English capitalists their ill-gotten gains.
We will demand indemnities which, if refused,
we shall hare the power to seize upon.
Her commerce would be at our mercy, and this
fact alone wonld render her anxious to refund
all losses suffered through her criminal complicitywith the rebels. The moment it is understoodin Europe that the government of the
North issues letters of marque we shall hear no

more of intervention or mediation. France,
which has acted towards us with none of the

hostility shown by England, will understand,
when our privateers swarm the seas, that we

need no aid from foreign Powers to put down
i our rebellious subjects, and we shall hear no

f more of Napoleon's intention to favor D avis.
> France has built no privateers for the rebels,

has given thorn no material aid, and, though
her journals have shown favor to the cause of
the South, the French government has given
us no subject of complaint suob as has been

i afforded by England.
1 We sincerely hope that President Lincoln appreciatesthe powerful weapon he now has

placed in his hands, and that he will at once use

it. To do so will strike terror to the hearts of
the rebels, who will look upon the unlimited
issue of letters of marque as a death knell to
their hopes. They are well aware that the
"Yankees'' are a stirring race when once fully
aroused, and that we have the materials for
manning innumerable privateers, which would
shut them out from the outer world beyond all
hope of release. Europe will as surely abandon
the rebels to their fate as that we issue these
letters of marque, and we hope the government
will not lose a day in putting them into execution.Let us prove to the world that we are in
earnest, and we shall hear less of mediation,
save that which would tend to make the rebels
lay down their arms and re enter the Union.
When we have issued our letters of marque and
called out another half million of men Europe
will have a proper understanding of our power
and determination, as will the rebels, and we
shall make peace at our terms.

Thi Connecticct Ei.kction..We shall get
rid of the Connecticut election to-day. From
the bold stand taken against the administration,
the war measures of the late Congress, and
against the war itself, by the copperhead,
and from the late significant popular reaction
in Rhode Island, a similar result is generally
anticipated in Connecticut In any event, with
this election out of the way.which seems to
have engaged rather more than necessary the
attention of the administration.we may reasonablyentertain the hope that the heads of the
government and all concerned will direct their
undivided energies to the paramount business
of the war.

A Fink Opknimi run Oi r Voloktrku Din.om\ts..George Sanders, famous for his mysteriouslittle vagabondizing dinnor parties and
astounding revolutionary plots in both liemi.ii. ..!.i k., i.t t
F|»ll**rwtin »u giving Jlirca UWW »»»

Immense business iti England in the way of contract*for vi-wds-of-war for the "so-called t'onifederate State*.'' This tact ought to suggest to
the administration the expediency of sending

" out to England forthwith a batch of Mich indus[
trlou* volunteer diplomats a.« Tlurlow Weed,
the Chevalier WikotF and Colorado Jcwott, to

> checkmate these grand operation* of Sander*.
Thr w in a gnn contract or two for the Emperor
of Japan, and Father Weed or (Jrcelcy will lead
the way.

[QNDAY, APRIL 6, 1863.
Tiuds or tub Wkht.Thk ^Nkw 8mr Canal

SouKim..The deaf ear turned bjr our late radicalCongress to the recommendations pressed
upon it by our New York merchants and leading
Western men for the enlargement of the State
canals, so as to reduce the cost of freights and
at the same time open an interior communicationfor the passage of our gunboats between
New York and the interior seas, is, as
we predicted, already producing its fruits.
The Western and Canadian papers have lately
been filled with discussions on the merits of the
two proposed water routes to the oceau through
Canada.the Georgian Bay and Ottawa ship ca- J
uals. Besides these there is a third scheme in ,

agitation by British capitalists.namely, the con- i

struction of a railroad through the Saskatchewan <

and Red Rivsr districts.forming a direct line of
communication between the British Provinces '

E
and the Pacific. That these enterprises have ,

something mors than the character of mere projectsmay be judged of from the fact that costly '

surveys have been entered upon*and a good 1

deal of money spent on other preliminaries. ,
The Western people, despairing of Congress
doing anything to redress their complaints, are i

using strenuous exertions to stimulate these enterprises.The strongest disposition prevails on '

the part of the Canadian press and people to
(

co-operate in any plan by which the interests
of the Western States and of the provinces 1
can be jointly benefitted. 1

It will be a subject of everlasting regret
should Congress, by its continued indifferenoe
to the jest demands of the Western people, in-

,

jure the consummation of either of the two first
montioned schemes. If ever there was a

period when a disposition should be manilestedto eonciliate the interests of all ,<
the different sections of the country
»nd to promote their common welfare 1

it is just now, when our only chance of restoringthe Union is by promoting good will (
mil eradicating all well founded causes of ]

jealousy between them. Besides, it should <

cot be forgotten that the prosperity of <

New York depends to a considerable extent on 1

the Western trade. It is consequently our interestto foster instead of driving it into other
channels. By the enlargement of our canals i

cn the plan recommended to Congress we

can, with the aid of King Frost, put an

extinguisher on all those projects whieh contemplatemaking the Canadian ports entrepots
for the grain shipments of the West. If it did
ot have the effect of reducing the present rate 1

.# i.ll. It n..nt...lln ln..t It in 1
VI mjllb nuivu ib ovvutuokijf tuuov a* nuuiut m

mother way, dimiaish the cost of transports-
tion by abridging the time at present occupied i
in the conveyance of freights. Now that the l

iefensive requirements of the country point to <

the enlargement of the canals as a matter of '

military necessity we have no apprehension
that the execution of the project can be long t

lelayed. The people of New York should, <

however, take steps to manifest their approval '

of it, in order not merely to quiet the susccpti-
billties of the Western people, but to strengthen ,

the hands of the advocates of the measure when
it comes up for discussion In the next Congress.

ELECTIONS TO-DAY.
Connecticut Rlectlon.

To-day the great straggle In Connecticut will culminate,
and to-morrow we will no doubt bo able to show the resultof the exciting contest which for the past six weeks
has been carried on In that State. The canvass has been
the most animated the people of that section have ever

experienced, and stump speakers, male and female, from
nearly every loyal State in the Union, and even from far
off Nevada Territory, have contributed to the excitement.

In regard to the result we have the same opinion that
we expressed on the Rhode Island election previous to its
taking place. The majority or the voters of Connecticut
are no doubt conservative in sentiment, and opposed to

abolitionism and negro-worshippers; but lbs copperheads
have t>een among them and endeavored to infuse into the
conservative clement their pernicious "peace" doctrinoe,
which has had the efflsut to drive hundreds over to the republicanside. The democrats claim, however, that the
chances of success were never brighter for their side, and
It has boen telegraphed over the country that tbey are

making beta on three thousand majority for Thomas H.
Seymour, their candidate for Governor. The following
names compose the two tickets for State ofllcsrs .

Dimcai. RrpubH'on.
Cerernar ..Thus. H Seymour. Wm. A. Rockingham.
f.itut. Gcirrnor jas. A. Hovey. Roger Averiii.
Set'j) of State... Jas. H. Hoyl J. H. Trumbull.
tr'Oturtr A. I.. Ktdstuu. Gabriel W. C'oite.
ComptrnUar Llovd C. Baldwin. Iximan W. Cutler.
There are also to be cboaen four members of Congress.

The delegation in the last House w.ts equally divided betweenthe two parl.es, the First and Third districts having
been represented by republicans, snd the two others by
dem er its. Tits candidates now are .IH$I.Vem'x-rat. Ite/mblv an.
1 Abram I'. Hyde. Henry C. letnmg.
2 laiues K. Knglisb. Samuel L. Warner.
3 Win M. Convene. Augustus Braudngee.
4 Geo. C. Woodruff. John H. Hubbard.
The first two named on the republican side are war

democrats. The vote laat year for Governor was as follows:.
Cnuiuiet. Dm.Repub.

Fairfield 6.4030,478
Hartford 0,6677,940 I
Lttrntteld 3.r.«64,804 j
Middlesex 3,3062,900 I
New Haven 4,827 7,040
New London 3,068 4,712
Tolland 1.3912,170 I
Windham 1.408 3,924

Total 30,034 30,7*2
Republican majority 0,148

The Election 1st Michigan.
An election will be bold to-day in Michigan for an AssociateJustice of the Supreme Court of the State, ten CircuitJudges eod eight Regents of the University.
For the Associate Justice the democrats will vote for

Oat id Johnson, snd lbs republicans have Dominated
James V. Campbell, who will, ne doubt, be elected.

Canatltntlnnnl Amendment Election In
Maaeaehneetta.

To day the elector* of Massachusetts are to vote yea or

nay on tba question of repealing the amendment to the
ooustilultoo which was adopted on the »th day of May,
1869, and which provides that "no person of foreign
birth shall be entitled to vote, or shall be eligible to

ofSce, unleee ha thai I have reeided wltblo the jurisdiction
of the 1'nlted Statee for two years subeequant to hie
naturalization, and thai) be otherwise qualified, acoording
to the constitution ami law* of thlaCommonwealth."

Maaiclpal Kleetlome.
The annual elections for charter ofllcere In the cltine of

Cinclnnall and St I.ouie will alao lake placo to day.
The Stoma on the Comet.

A I.ARtiB PLBKT tT TflK PKLAWABK BKBABW *' Kii
TUBRTBAttRB PATROON ARIIORB.

lawn, Del.. April 4,1843.
There la a large fleet or Toaeela In the Breakwater, takingrefuge from the atnrm. Including the ship /anguebar,

from New Orleans for Boston. four brigs, two steamer*
and about forty schooner*.

Tlie ateamor I'atroon.from Now York, with one bun-
dred and twenty deiei lera, for Wash ngton, la on the
beach.

TUB ffTOHM IN THK CHBRAPKAKR.

Bai.tiwobk, April 5 1843.
Owing to the storm no lent hn* arrived from Fortress

Monroe.

Ness* fiom Han Vranrlwo.
Sar 1 Ham i* o, April 4, 1843

Markets quiet. There la llttlo activity in relln<-.| sugarsat 13;,o. There la a aligbtlT increased demand lor

groceries.
Ihree brigs have cleared for tbo mouth of iho Amoor

river, carrying liquors, sugars, dry goods and gn<cerles.
Kngllsli underwriters chaise 1 premium war risk on

California grain lad n ships
The I eglalami e has extended its *e«*i > to the 30th of

April. |

HOOKER'S ARMY.

D»pUr« or Rebel Spp-raiM Alarms at
the Omtpoate.Prraent la Ooa. Hooker.
MoTemeeti of the Beeajr-g aow. Cold
Weatker aad Mad, dte.

Hjudocastsss, aear or m Pommao, )
AprllB, 1803. J

Major A. J. Sheppard, of General Stuart's staff, was
saptared by our cavalry a few days sluoe, Id the vicinity
ff Dumfries,and Is now Id custody upou charges of having
tcted In the capacity of a spy. Positive evidence to accunulatingthat be has repeatedly visited our camia in
ilvilian's dress, and thereby not only given valuable laormatiouto the enemy, but also beeu Instrumental In the
sapturo of many of our (hckets. When taken be offered
o daMpbap seven of our men, witb horses, arms and
iqulMfMts. If released. His conviction is evidently but
i qatation of time, and, if found guilty, immediate executionwill inevitably follow.
Alarma upon the outposts bars been of frequent oo

lurreoceof late, and tbe troops have been turned out In
tome of tbe commands repeatedly; nothing, however,
las ever been discovered to justify the exoitement.
Tbe Potomac creelc bridge ie about completed, and proninesto withstand all the Influences of heavy trains,

sind and tteod.
Yesterday a splendid horse, a gift to Cen. Hooker from

lis friends in New York, arrived at headquarters.
Col. Tyler, of the artillery, has also been presented with

i ttoe horse and equipments.
Affairs along the river remain as quiet as before. The

inomy still displays a large force along tbe heights, but
;be indications are that their present position is being
ivaouated.
The snow is several mches in depth, and still falling,

rhe weether is intensely oold, and the prospect very fair
'or a fathomless sea of mud.

INTERESTING FROM WESTERN VIRGINIA.
rhe Fight at Point Pleasant.The Rebels

Handsomely Repulsed.
Washington, April fi, 1863.

The following has been received at the headquarters of
the army

gknirai. sohkncrs' hkap joartkrh, 1
raitimukk, april 4,1863. (

Major General H. W. Hali.bck Geueral-tn-Chiof:.
I have now, through Brigadier General Scnmmon,

Captain Carter's account of the Polut Pleusaut alluir.
Captain Carter bad sixty-three men. He reports two
tilled, three wounded and six taken prisoners, making
jur total loss eleven. The rebels lost m killed, worntied
ind prisoners, seventy-two, and so their raid with their
argely superior numbers was handsomely repulsed.

ROBERT 3. 3CHENCK,
Major Genoral Commanding.

Mom..Point Pleasant Is at the mouth of the Kanawha,
n Western Virginia.

NEWS ^ROM WASHINGTON.
Washington, April &, 1863.

THX REBELS NOT EVACUATING RICHMOND.
Information has been received contradicting positively

.he reported preparations of the rebels to evacuate Rich
nond. These reports were based u|»>n tho movements
>f troops and materials sent from Richmond to strengthen
the defences at other points of the confederacy. It is
believed, however, that they are erecting formidable defencesat Chattanooga, as s place for a last grand rally In
sase of being compelled to retire from the borders.
rHB REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CONDUCT

OF THE WAR.
Those who have carefully perused the report of the

War Committee, proof copies of which have first been
ibtained here to-day, complain that, notwithstanding the
itatement of the committee, that they have performed
.heir taak with the utmost impartiality, there are in
;be report Intrinsio evidences that It bus emanated from
i source deeply prejudiced aguinst Geo. McClcllan. It Is
alleged that iu the brief abstracts of the voluminous evidencea bias against Gen. McClcllan Is frequently exhibited.
RAILROAD ACCIDENT.ONE MAN KILLED AND THREE

WOUNDED.
Last evening tbe half-past in expresa train from thia

city ran into an Kllicotts MUla train, which had broken
down between the Relay Ilouae and Baltlmora, completely
demolishing the rear car. A man hod been sent back
with a lantern to stop the express, but it is supposed tbe
snow railing had so obscured tbe light that it was not
observed by the engineer of the express train. The
broken down train was not a regular passenger train,
and there were only four persons, laborers employed
upon the rood, in it. Of them one was instantly killed,
another hod a leg broken, tbe third was Injured in tbe
breast, and tbe other wounded in tbe band and arm.
Tbe express train was delayed until between ten and
eleven P.M., but the through passengers were Imme
diately forwarded from Baltimore In an extra train.
No one was injured on the express train.

SCHOLARS ACTIVELY AT WORK.
Several burglaries were committed here last night,

showing that the work or clearing the city of the numerousthieves of late infesting it is only commenced.
One of the parties engaged In last night's operations is
now in custody. Tbe efforts of the authoiities to rid tbe
city of villains are producing good results. They have
already made Washington quite as safo for persons and
property as In times gone by.

COL. WYNDUAM'S COMMAND.
Col. Percy Wyndbam has been tendered an Independent

cavalry command in the Army of the Potomac
APPOINTMENT.

Culver P. Chamberlin, of New York, has been appointed
Potted States District Attorney for the Northern distr ct
of Florida.

INTERESTING FROM ALBANY.
Imprisonment for Debt.The New Vmb

Charter Bill Nigned.The Albany and
Raiqaihanna BUI.The Cue of Calleat.TheBroadway Railroad, die.

Aliubv, April 6,1843
H bu transpired that one of the bills that passed the

Assembly on Friday has a clause In It to Imprison men
for debt. The bill Is relative to the charter of the village
of Morrlaania. It was ground out by the Grinding Com
mil lee, and passed tbe Assembly before any person discoveredIt. fortunately, It has yet to be acted upou in
the Senate.
This Is the fruits and one of the blessings of a Grinding

Committee in a legislature. If a bill with a clause In It
to bang every member of the Grinding Committee waa
presented, 1 doubt if these gent:emen would discover it
until It had passed, so loo e is tbelr syslem of doing bus!
ness. Governor Seymour understands the loose mode and
the reckless way that bills are being passed, virtuallywithout any eonsidaration at all. He signs no bills until
he has carefully and thoroughly read ihom himself, and
has two of bis officials under bun read and aorutiniM
avery line.
Tba New York charter bill relative to the heads of departmentsbaa been signed and la now a law
It is rumored that the Albany and Susquehanna bill

baa also been slgn-d. If so. the Comptroller will refute
to pay the money end Content the matter in (he courts,
on toe ground that it la unconstitutional, it not having
received a two-thirds vote in either branch of tba Isigislature.

It Is also atatad that the Callicot Investigating Commit
tee will again open the investigation, (or the purpose of
giving Senator Low an opportunity to etpUlo his connectionwith the draft on the Treasurer of the oommiltre.
Hts friends are quite indignant against the committee Tor
leaving him In the position that tbey have.
The Broadway Railroad bill appears to be resting quite

easy. It la doubtful about its being reported irum the
special committee before Tuesday

The National Finances.
mi mat miv April t, 1843.

The subscription agent announces the i onverso* of
t8.UOO.OUO legal tenders into i Ml for the week ending
yesterday. The daily average is "vr gl.oon.onn and
subscriptions sre received from every quarter in la ge
and small Si ma, involving a vast amount of labor and
detail

The Kumpean Steamers.
HAILINO OF THk BOHRMIAN.

I'OKTISM). April A, 1803
The Hobetman. Captain Borland, sailed at ten o'clock A.

M Sunday morning.
AliKIVAL or Till CANADA AT BO TON.

IVwi js, April .». l«8'l
The fan ids arrived to-day Iter mailt were de-pu, or.I

by to night's train, due in New York at sis o'clock A M.
Mundav.

f.t<rra i* 8r. pan* «\i» r«rt« cmmh
Chi rhi. Wii.u*»iirno.- Ilt« »arr;< p m thn unrch *< «

jra«i ard.vy r/mdnctod In » iiyle »r jrjnd ur coinmanriralewith l)M dignity of Iba wva*l <n. \ all orrbeatra,
undo .tlm Iraler-bip o ll.-rr J « Null. I'roC. Mclvllie
pri'«i<liiw Hi (be iMtiui.did I'm itiirunn'i ml portion <>f
H.ydii " Minrlh Mum. K i limeR< nor, tbo pnini duon*
of the lilc liirtuw Hpiri, H i liu ludUing M>|Kiiin> pnrl
Mis* i<nli.»gu« olio li I l/> k d lauor, ni.d M M'ltIiih.ba*«i. ill lb* oil rtory lur laflaiamiMu*,' fr"tn
KuMinl'l'* Malar, w.i* givait with thrilling afTi'Ct.
iba .«»rninn «<a prri h from tha <to»i«d of ilia dty by jRev. 8. MwlOr a, ]*>'or of tli« lurch, and wa» a t,n.»hcd
and acho arljr p t&iri'n.i. Tu* targe clliir b waa MM In

ovrtl'wing fc'i idr*.4* of the aiddorr Iwing rrntaamnls. )A,tanifouiv i-eilvii<M waa Ukvtt <H' tb« o, phana. |

HIOHLTMPORTAHT HEW&
1

Charleston Attacked by Our
Land and Naval Forces

on Thursday Last

The City Reported to Be in
Possession of tJnion Troops.

.rLru--nj-^.rJ-LrLn_rLn_r_-_
,

Rebel Accounts from the South
Carolina Coast

UNION TROOPS LANDED AT JOHN'S ISLAND <

Successful Skirmishing With the
lebel Pickets,

& » 4c»f JLC« , .

Washington, April 5,1863.
Ths report has reached here by way oi

Fredericksburg, derived from rebel sources, that
Charleston was bombarded by our fleet and attackedby our land forces on Thursday last, and it
now in possession of the federals under Genera) >
Hunter and Admiral Dupont.
This report is fully credited by prominent officers

of the government, who were in possession ot
facts in reference to the contemplated attack upon
Charleston which it is not yet prudent to divulge

It is eertain, however, that those who possess
this information are confident that our soldiers and v

sailons will eelebrate the second anniversary of

the fall of Fort Sumter in the captured city oi
Charleston.
The restrictions upon the publication in the

Southern papers of any adverse news are so

stringent that it is not oxpected to And much in
them in reference to tho capture of Charleston
until the disaster can be no longer concealed; bat
the reports which have arrived are definite and - \
positive, and are believed by those who have the
best right to know what foundation there is for
them.

Rebel AoeosaU,

[From the Richmond Dispatch, April >.]
STARTLING PROM TH1 SOUTH CAROLINA COAST. ' '

The enemy have landed in force on Seabrook'a,
or John's Island.
Three gunboats and several transporta are lying

off the island.
Skirmishing has already taken place between

ours and the enemy's pickets. Our pickets are

driven in and the enemy advancing. , ,

General Haygood has ordered all the women,
children and non-combatanta removed from Adams *

Ran, which is twenty miles from Seabrook's
Island.
PeaiSMta Hearty Destroyed by Hire.

Fortress Mosana, April 4, IMS. *

Yesterday's Richmond DitpcUck says:.Pensaooia was
flred by the I'uiou soldiers about tbe 234 ull., and the
moat of the town destroyed. The soldiers are going to '

re-enforce General Banks.

Tbe Irish Relief Fund.
ADDRESS OF TUB EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE IRISH
RBLIEF COMMITTKE TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITEE
STATES. - ^
The undersigned, appointed to act as tbe Executive

Board of the Irish Relief Cornniittoc, beg leave to api>eai
In the name of our common humanity to the people of the
United .States, to assist them In the energetic e(Torta they
are making to send with all possib e dcH; atch a supply ot
money and food to the people of Ireland, now threatened >
with the meet drendiul of human ailllctiouR.famine, and
the undersigned feel confident, when the (acta are known,
that a prompt and generous response will be made. The
calamity which has most unexpectedly fallen upon the V
Irish people Is one which no foresight could
hare goa ded against, and no Industry or hue
binding or means could have averted. From 1147 until
tho commencement.about three years ago.of the causes
which have produced the present state of things, the peopleof Ireland had become marked for their energetic Industry.their general application to agricultural and manufacturingpursuits, and r<ir their provident habits. In lbs
year IfiflO, however, there was a total fallnro of crops In
numerous districts, lrrnn the continued prevalence of 1
ruin, both before and during the season of harvest. 1he
extensive failure ot the hay crop, and tbe general want of
food for the support ol animals, led Id the course 01 the
succeeding winter to an enormous loss of cattle.thai
most necessary auxiliary to the lobora of the hu-baod
man.and materially crippled iho resources of the far
mers In the succeeding season I hie calamity, however,
could have been easily borne, but. to the coouternalmn of
the agricultural clas»es, alter tbe crops w-Ve lu the
ground during tbe next year, a rainy season again ant in,
from July to October, over nearly the whole of the West
and the South of Ireland, ao continuous mat the unrlpoued
gruln rotted in the fields, l'he people still bore up manlullysgalnat this ipw calamity, and with greatly dl
mltusbed resources prepared for another sewn. WtPTI, a»
I." II were JsaUneJ thai fiiefr cup 01 aTStuiou sLoyld he
filled to overllowiug, a visitation of exactly (he
same chiracter again occurred, hut this time t
more widely spread and desolating In Its effect.
What was before llm ted to certain district now .

exten 'ed over the whole island. Involving In one geno
ral calamity richly cultivated and prosperous parts of lbs
country whoie want bad lieen previously unknown.
Kveii In these eeclloos (oople hitherto bleeaed with
abundance are dow living upon a single meal a day of tho

the cbtiice even of getting thai In diinlniabiug, ebile tn
1< m favored dlalricta do.itha from actual itarvation, and
in large number*, have been ajrened only by lb* pr inp* 1
action of tbo benevolent. " Hundred* of rami Imm would
have atari I'd,' anya a gentleman writing lo a member af
lb a committee, ' hud It not heen for the timely aid yon
aent ua." Iliero ia every Indication that a famine la Impending.which, uuieaa averted, will be more extensive
than that which "crt rred In Ireland In the yeara IMA and
1847, when <>\er 80 000 human beiuga are eatttnated to
have enehed from nervation or from dleenaee brought
on by want and deattMimn, 21,770 rmm actual Marvel toe.
The famine during that period waa owing mainly to the
failure nl the potato, the cbiel reliance of the poor, but,
aa all other crope were luxuriant, there were many die-
tricta where the am'tie waa uofelt. but at the |ireaent periodevery crop baa failed, and there I* no perl of the
country which oan be aaid to be exempt from caueee
which have been general In lb lr effect.

Mi.r m the diatreea limited Lo the aertculmral ciaaMee.
Tbero la the greatest privation in the manufacturing dletrtcta,growing not of the civil war in thte country. Thn
ootton spinners In lha N rih. a moat Industrious and numerousclass, are suffering ex ict:y in the aame degree and
from the aima reuses aa the Iswcaahire operatives is
Kngland. In one manufacturing dlalrtct alone over
nine thousand penmnce have been for a long period ,
wholly without employment, and a>n now aulfering
a degree of wretch-does* the detallsot which are harrowing.It It Ibis double ettllcltai which make* Ibe calamity
ao widespread and universal. md It m earnestly h»eed
that the appeal of the undersigned, for a people in no way
responsible 'or the aad visitation of unfrultlul tli-idx for
tbree auccrsslve years, or lor the ract that large hodten
of operatlvea have been unespertedly deyr ived or the i
means of austenaoce. will receive the consideration to
which II la entitled. The »|>eei.ir.!e of a bard working,
provident and moral people hrcaight to the verse of fa
in in- through < antes which they cnnld not control, xrhi h
might have hef-llen any people under similar clrcumataue.ee.presents "i»e of the most touching of human ap
peal* It t* carueeUy huped (tint our pe>>pl« will not wail
mull their charity i* lnmite.1, *a it win lu 1*47, by tha
lekeiilnf delaila of b .man l»iiig« dying of f irntno by the
road-idea.of * retailed women and pu'lebhig lltllv cbildimcalling In vain for food, but thai in the large heart
tlial belong* to Our penpla nnr beneyolencn will be aa

tiin*ly aa It i* apontanvnua. Paearad in rnr hwii bind by
a wl « diversity of climate and the varied prodort* of n r
noil from *ncii a calamity, we can aoaridy realize tbw
eflerta produced by am li a cauee. and I be fact lb*' th»*
liaa occurred to the Irwb people f"f the nrnnd t ma
wPhln a quarter nfnrcninry ehould awaken for th m
a etlll deeper sympathy We can hop# f< r no reaponae
bulb# appro except trom that patir the faced "late#
now engaged In an earncat alriiRgl" to matntaln the torrltort*Iunity of the nation agalnal the attempt that
Ima been aide to dlameinber It, aid we fee, h..w
in .eh wnaak f '"if bre'hre under ancb cti. imaUttee
Ie.t we tuel *1 th" (MM Ho e Iltat no more beilitlrg
,o r ean be gtvaa t Ituoe who bare MHH .r

motive*. miarep c>"n|ed our cauee an nnugbt to divert
European ajroyathv from u«. than to ab<.w,by«*r ra

.,,«.rlle toapp- alaof this na'tire, that weighty a* ,* in#
atri gglo tu winch arc nro #nk "ge t. end m my a# mar bw
the b itdetia ii iii.pxea on nr. wo will not turn n ileal <»r
w lie# the Mflbrlng i«npln rf other laiula cry aloud t" aa
for aeeia Hv.e, ' HAM P. PAt.Y, ' balnea#.
Rim ail Ban., Trenanrer
HK!*R'< le ll«t:i kt, ReO'V'lttrigBei-.rolmy.jouv f-av/'.t, Cbrreep adtbt; 'Mr etiry

.li BCjih Stuart. P intatd "loan,
Wm. H'alaon, nam..I PayIta,
Ktigane Kelly, Arthur O'llonneU.
.temraT Brady, hJwaid tfonnelly,
Mallei M'g a, No. 44 WUImm# (trunk '>


